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Midwest’s Largest Asian American Festival to Celebrate 
Asian American Heritage Month in Chicago 

  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
CHICAGO – (May 19, 2017) The Asian American Coalition of Chicago (AACC) will celebrate Asian 
American Heritage month all week long at its 16th annual festival. The AACC will take a stance of 
unity and cooperation to promote and celebrate ethnic diversity as a strong force in Chicago. Per 
the latest US Census Bureau, the Asian American population of Illinois has grown to 586,934, a 39 
percent increase since 2000. 
 
This free, public celebration will showcase Asian American culture through a daily program of stage 
performances along with Asian cuisine, eclectic arts, clothing and retail vendors who will spotlight 
several of AACC’s 16 participating Asian American communities. The AACC annual festival is the 
largest event of its kind in the Midwest and offers Chicagoans an interactive opportunity to 
celebrate diversity and support inclusiveness.  
 
The week-long, outdoor festival will be held from Monday May 22 to Friday May 26, 9-5 p.m. daily 
at the Richard J. Daley Center Plaza. Opening ceremonies will be on Monday from 1-2 p.m. and will 
feature many of Illinois’ community leaders, consul generals and elected officials (who will be given 
stage time each day to address audience), followed by cultural performances. Stage time and 
performances will be daily from 1-2 p.m.    
 
Please feel free to contact me on day off, for a list of confirmed elected officials attending. Currently 
confirmed guests for opening ceremonies on Monday include Lt. Governor Evelyn Pacino 
Sunguinetti, Alderman Ameya Pawar and Consul General of Pakistan Faisal Niaz Tirmizi. 
 
Every year, a different participating community hosts the annual gala and festival. This year’s 
events are hosted by the Pakistani American Community. “The Pakistani American community is 
inspired by AACC’s tradition of recognizing and dignifying individual ethnic identities, while 
fostering a greater culture of cooperation and unity,” said festival Chairperson Sadruddin Noorani. 
“Like a kaleidoscope, we are most magnificent when our colors unite —illustrating the beauty in 
working together.” 
                                                                                                                                           
WHAT:  Asian American Coalition of Chicago Annual Festival 
WHEN:             Monday, May 22--Friday, May 26 2017 

           9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Daily 
                         1:00-2;00 p.m.   Daily Program 
WHERE:             Richard J. Daley Center Plaza 
                       50 W. Washington Street, Chicago 
                              *Event is free 
 
Asian American Coalition of Chicago (AACC) founded in 1983, is represented by over 16 cultures including the Bangladeshi, Burmese, 
Cambodian, Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Malaysian, Nepalese, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, Thai, and 
Vietnamese American communities. The Gala and Festival events helps celebrate these rich heritages and diverse histories. The AACC’s 
mission is to organize and promote equal opportunities in government, education, economic development, and international affairs in 
order to empower all Asian Americans. Nine of the communities (Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Pakistani, Thai 
and Vietnamese American) take turns hosting the Asian Lunar New Year Celebration on a rotating basis. 

http://www.aaccfestival.com/
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